
INCLUSION: INFORMATION FOR OUSD FAMILIES 
 
In the 2016-17 school year, ten schools in Oakland Unified School District (OUSD)—ACORN Woodland 
Elementary, Bella Vista Elementary, EnCompass Academy, Fruitvale Elementary, Howard Elementary, 
Markham Elementary, Redwood Heights Elementary, Bret Harte Middle, Roosevelt Middle, and 
Castlemont High—will expand inclusion of students with disabilities in general education classrooms, 
joining eighteen other OUSD schools with established inclusive practices. In future years, all OUSD 
schools will offer inclusion, in line with the California Special Education Task Force’s March 2015 
recommendations, which urge districts to consider all students as general education students first. 

What is Inclusion? 
Inclusion means that students with disabilities who have in the past been educated in separate 
programs will participate in general education classrooms with support. In inclusive schools, the needs 
of each student are addressed by general and special education staff who provide the necessary 
supports for all students to thrive.  

History of Inclusion in OUSD 
OUSD has been offering inclusive education for many years at a limited number of sites. In January 
2016, a group of parents, educators, and District staff formed an Inclusion Task Force to plan steps 
towards expanding inclusive practices to all Oakland schools.  

Students and staff in inclusive schools benefit from:  
• Valuing differences 
• Readiness for living in a diverse community 
• Acceptance of every person 
• Access to the best educational practices and social/emotional supports 

Students with disabilities benefit from:  
• Time with peer role models 
• Access to the core curriculum, including college prep classes 
• Opportunities to form friendships with peers 

General education students benefit from: 
• A learning environment that includes all student groups, helping students develop problem-

solving, decision-making, and other skills 
• Exposure to a variety of teachers and teaching styles, as well as additional supports 
• Developing leadership skills 
• Making friends with diverse peers 

What will inclusion look like if my child attends one of the ten schools? 
Each school is different, so inclusive practices may vary from school to school. Your principal will hold a 
family information session to describe planned changes at your school in April 2016. 

Placement Process 
The inclusion of a student with disabilities in a general education classroom is based on an in-depth 
study of each student’s individual needs. The general education setting may not be the most 
appropriate for all students at all times, and OUSD will continue to offer many options, including 
special day classes. High school students with disabilities may also take college prep classes with the 
necessary accommodations. 
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What Does Inclusion Do? 
1.  Reduces separation 
2.  Increases access  
3.  Promotes diversity 
4.  Benefits all students 
 

 

 

Inclusion: A chance for children 
to learn together with help from 
special education staff  
 

  

 


